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Let every foul be fubje® unto the bigher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers that be 


are ordained of God. Whofoever therefore refift- 


eth the power, refifeth the ordinance of God: and 


they that refift fhall receive to themfclves damna- 


tion. For rulers are not a terror to good works, 
but to the evil. Wrét thou then not be afraid of 
the power? Do that which is good, and thou foalt 
have praife of the fame. For be is the minifter of 
God to thee for good. But if thou do that whichis 
evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the fword in 
vain: for be is the minifter of Ged; a revenzer to 
execute wrath upon bim that doeth evil. Where 
fore ye muft needs be fubje, not only for wrath, 
but aljo for confctence fake. Lor, for this caufe pay 
ye tribute alfo: for they are God’s minifters, at- 


tending continually upon this very thing. Render 


therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tris 
bute is due; cuffom to whom cuftom; fear to 


whom fear, honour to whom honour. 


TE have been often told, chriftians, that 


good men, and particularly minifters of 


_ religion, have nothing to do with what they call 


politicks or civil government. 


B 


We beg leave to 
difclaim 
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( 4 ) 
difclaim this proundlefs opinion, and to offer at 
leaft one argument againft it. Good men are 
bound by the religion of Jefus Chrift to difcharge - 
thofe duties, which as good fubjeéts they owe to 
their civil governors: but it is impoffible to dif- 
charge an obligation as good men, that is, wifely 
and virtuoufly, without knowing the nature, the 
extent, and the motives of it. Minifters are both 
bound, in common with other chriftians, to per- 
form the duties of good fubjeéts, and alfo ta 
explain the nature and enforce the practice of ee 
them on others. How can they do fo, unlefs they 
underftand the fubject themfelves, and publickly 
treat of it in the courfe of their miniftrations? 
What! was not the writer of the epiftle to the 
Romans a good man? Was not he an infpired 
minifter of Chrift? Yet he addreffed all chrif- 
tians in thefe words, Let every foul be fubje& unto 
the higher powers. For there is no power but of 2 
God: the powers that be are ordained of God. : 
| Whofoever therefore refifteth the power, refifteth the 
‘“ ordinance of God: and they that refit fhall receive to 
themfelves damnation, And fo on. 


| 


Let us then apply ourfelves to the fubject, and 
let me fuppofe you will give fuch attention to it 
| | as its importance demands. If any occafional 
| hearers 4 
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hearers ridicule either the fubject itfelf, or the — 


plain manner in which it will be taught, we glory 
in affirming, we have no feelings on this occafion. 
We fpeak to be underftood, and if we be fo happy 
as to convey our ideas, to inform any of their 
duty, and engage them to practife it, we have our 
reward. May the Governor of the Univerfe, the 
God of order, condefcend to write the doctrine 
on all our hearts ! 


I freely confefs, my brethren, I never read the 
text without emotions of pity. Pity that fuch 
writers as S, Paul, pity that fuch a wife and well 
written period as this, naturally fo conducive to 


the good of fociety, fhould be fo perverted and 


mifconftrued as they have been by felf-interefted 
expofitors! In the times of our anceftors, in the 


days of defpotifm, thoufands and tens of thou- 


fands have been expended in hiring pens to pers 
vert, or in rewarding them for perverting, the 


facred oracles of God, and thus S. Paul has been: 


converted into a confpirator againft the rights of 


mankind, and made to affirm, that thofe Britons | 


who réfifed the unconftitutional polity of a 
Stuart, that fuch proteftants as refufed to praétife 
the fuperftitions of a popifh prince, fhould receive 
to themfelves eternal damnation, What could be 
Ba done 
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done in the dilemma, into which fome of our 
former kings had brought themielves?— Lither 
the bible muit be taken away from the people, 
or the people mult be taught that it {poke a lan- 
guage fuited to the yiews of their rulers. But 
God forbid we fhould think S. Paul an enemy to 
civil and religious liberty! [Je derived his fenti- 
ments of government trom the moft juft and hu- 
sane of all rulers, and he was an inconvertible di- 
vine, for his gofpel was in all countries and at all 
times yea and <imen, In Order to give youa juit 
notion of his docttine, we fhall lay down three pro- 
pofitions, and explain them as we go on. 

I. The apefile [peaks in the text of GOVERNMENT, 
not of governors. ‘This is the true key of the 
thirteenth of Romans, and with this the whole 
period, that has been read to you, fottly opens to 
the hand of achild, Let every foul be fubjeé? to 
civil goverument—there is no government but cf God 
—ihe governments that be are ordained of Ged. 


hojoever th refore refijteth government, refifeth the 


erdinance of God—IWVilt thou have nothing to fear 
from government? Do that whichis good, and thou 
foalt have praife of the fame. 


That 


1 
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That this is the meaning of the apoftle is. 

evident, I think, trom the following confidera- 

tions. Firlt, The propofitions laid down in the 

text are not true of all civil governors: but they 

are all both true and uleful, if applied to govern- 
ment itfelf. Let us try one or two for example, 


Wilt thou then not be afraid of the ru/er, Nero? 
Do that which is good, and thou fhalt have praile 
of Nero, aul knew better than to affirm this: 
but take the words in the other fenfe, and they 
contain a truth of excellent Wialr thou then 
not be afraid of government? Do that which is 
good, and thou fhalt enjoy the benefit of govern- 
ment: perhaps fhare the honours of it. 


‘Thus again, Tbe powers that be are ordained of 
Ged. ‘The apofile could not mean to alhrm, that 
the civil governors then reigning in the world had 
been immediately ordained of God to reign. 
Some of them had rifen to govern by the choice 
of the people, others by the adoption of their 
predeceflors, and others by traud and bribery, 
violence and blood: but no mfionary from 


heaven had called out and anointed any one of 
them, 


Nor 
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Nor could the apoftle mean to affirm, that any 
form of civil government was of divine appoint- 
ment, for there had been in the world before his 
time, and there were when he wrote thefe words, 
as there have been ever fince, -various forms of 
civil government: but none of them of divine 
inftitution. Civil government is one thing, and 
the mode of adminiftering it another. The firft 
is an inftirute of God, the laft a mere effeét of 
human reafon. The forms of admintftering go- 
vernment are generally reducible tothree. There 
is the monarchical, in which one monarch go 
verns, either by himfelf, and then it is an abfo- 
lute monarchy, or with the affiftance of others, 


and then it is a mixt monarchy. There is the” 
ariftocratical, which is in the hand of nobles. — 


There is laftly the democratical, where the admi- 
niftration of government is, by the fuffrages of the 
people, put into the hands of a body {elected from 
themfelves. Neither of thefe is of divine appoint. 
ment, for all the revealed inftitutes of God are 
contained in the bible, and there we have no 
command on this fubjeét. The truth ts, the beft 
mode of governing is a matter of reafoning and 
not of faith, and the divine fpirit has not wafted 
the noble gitt of inipiration upon unneceffary 
fubjects, Mankind are left here to the ule of 

their 
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their reafon, and reafon is fuicient on this are 
ticle without revelation, as we have feen in many 
pagan governments. 


Of all, who have taught the divine right of 
any mode of government, furely thofe foreign 
declaimers, who affirm the divine right of abio- 
lute monarchy, are the moft unhappy of mankind 
in the choice of their arguments. ‘They leave the 
ground of chriftian action, the new teitament, 
they appeal to maxims of Jewifh polity long fince 
abolifhed, and involve themfelves in the diffi- 
culty of reconciling ancient Jewith hiftory to their 


own notion. They could not choofea book lets _ 


to their purpofe, as it would be eafy in a multitude 
of inftances to fhew. 

We are then to fuppofe S. Paul fpeaking of 
civil government in general. The powers that be 
are ordained of Ged, is as much as to fay, Civil 
government in every country, let it be veited 
where it may, is agreeable to the original defign of 
the wife Creator, who formed mankind for fociety; 


and difpofed them fo as to render order and go- 


vernment neceffary. Obferve a family. The 
children have wants: but no means of fupplying 
them, The parents have power to fupply thofe 

wants, 
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wants, and are difpofed to adminifter to the chil- 
dren. Look a manutactory, that employs ten. 
thoufand perfons. One thouland are tormed capa- 
bleof comprehending and performing only a {mall 
inconfiderable part of the labour of the work; an- 
other thouland are equal to another narrow circle, 
they form the next link in the chain: but there is: 


one man who ieems to have as much foul as provi- 
dence has beftowed on all the reft; he compre- 
—~hends the whole, and is therefore naturally formed 


to arrange, diipofe, direct and govern all. ‘The 
fame niay be faid of a general and his army, an 
admiral and his fleet, a prince and his people, and 
hence arife the noble works of all forts, that cover 


the earth, and the, moral obligations, that unite 


man to man. Indeed genius without ttrength 
would be a fource of milery, as ftrength without 
fkill would be a weight of mifchiet, ‘The diitri- 
bution, that providence has made of wildom to 
One, patience to another, courage to a third, 
ftrene:h to a fourth, fancy and fire to this man, 
correclive coolnets ot judgment to that, and to on, 
affords a full demonttration chat reciprocal aid 
was originally intended to be eltablifhed by the 
Creator, thatthe fubordination of fome and the 
fuperiority of others were firit priaciples of creas 
tion, and coniequently that he who refifteth civil 

order 
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( ) 
order and government, refi/leth the ordinance of 
God, jult as the man, who revels through the 
nicht, and fleeps all the day, refjfeth, as far as 
he can, the ordinances of beaven*, that is, the order 
of darknefs and light eftablifhed in the heavens 
by the Creator of the world, 


Of this conformity to order the apoftle was a 
paMfionate admirer, and of this he {peaks in the 
text. In the fifteenth chapter of the firft epiftle 
to the Corinthians he treats of the order and 
beauty of mature, of things celeftial and things 
terreftrial, and obferves, that there is an order 
analogous to it eftablifhed in the church, a 
friritual order pervading, cementing, and adorn- 
ing the whole, from the firft Great Spirit to the 
lait refurrection. ‘There is God all in all—there 
isa Son fubjeé unto bim—there isa fecond Adam, 
the head of anew world, in which every man is 
placed in bis own order—Chrift the firft fruits, 
afterward they that are Chrifi’s at bis coming. In 
the twelfth chapter of the fame epiftle, he treats 
of moral order directed by chriftian doctrines 
- under the beautiful fimilitude of a natural body 
governed by reafon, in which the eye cannot fay 
unto the hand, I have no need of thee,.nor again the 

| head 
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head to the feet, I have no need of you. In this 
chapter he {peaks of civil order, the arrangement 
ot human focieties, and, agreeably to his general 
favourite notion of analogy, calls it an ordinance 
of God, by which he means to affirm, that civil 


‘government is founded on the nature of things, 


and that there is a fitnefs between that and thofe 
abilities and difpofitions, which the Creator hath 
formed in mankind, Were the world all inno- 
cent, civil government would naturally rife out 


of eminent abilities and virtues (for there might 


be degrees of excellence where all were good.) 
If the world were all vicious, government ({uch as 
it would be) would neceffarily rife out of dread 
of injury. The world in its prefent ftate is both 
{trengthened by virtue and endangered by vice, 
and both render government neceffary. Here 
are black crimes, producing great injuries; it is 
natural for the defenceleis to defire protection 
from thefe, and it is juft, and therefore an inftitute 


ot God, that the flrong fhould defend the weak. 


Here are fmall degrees of ' intelligence and vir- 
tue wifhing to be directed and emboldened to 
excel, and here are fuperior abilities and qua- 
lities ready to direct and improve them. He, 
therefore, that refifteth civil government, refift- 
eth the manifeft defiga of God, which is to gra- 

tity 


(| 339 
tify the lawful wifhes of all mankind, to intumi- 
date vice, to cherifh virtue, and fo to produce 
focial felicity. | | 


What! do all civil covernments produce thefe 
effects? And does S. Paul mean to affirm, that 
any fort of polity renders fociety happy? Our 
anfwer will be contained in the fecond propofi- 
tion, to which let us proceed, | 


II. The apoftle /peaks in the text of a coon civil 
government. The proofs of this lie in the text, 
and the leaft attentive may perceive them. S, 
Paul’s powers are of God. Did God ever commif- 
fion vice, and give legal powers to illegal actions? 
The apoftle’s rulers are not a terror to good works, 
Lut to the evil: minifters of God to us for good: 
and to thefe we are to be /ubjec for confcience fake. 
It muft therefore be a good government, of which 
he fpeaks; for the confcience of a chriftian can 
never be bound over to vice and mifery. 


Two queftions naturally arife here, firft, What 
is a good civil government? next, Who is to 
judge when a civil government is good ? 

In anfwer to the firft we beg leave to obferve, 
that we are not now to treat of this queftion ina 

C2 political 
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political ina moral view. They, who invefli- 
gate the fubjeét as politicians, comp.ire monarchy 
with ariftocracy, and both with a democratical go- 
vernmenr, and determine for\one in preference to 
the other two: buta chriftian view of government 
regards lets the mode of adminiftrationthan the or- 
der adminittered. In this view we affirm a monar- 
chy isa good government, and it is not; an arifto- 
cracy isa good government, and itis not; and fo 

of the Jatt, for may produce focial happinels, 
and either may cleftroy it. 


In general the goodnefs of a government de- 
pends on two things—the good principles, which 
conftitute it—and the proper powers, that realize. 
thele principles, and reduce them to practice in 
actual adminiitration. Mankind have certain 
native inherent rights, fecurities of thefe rights are 
the firit principles of a good conftitution: but as 
the beit conftiution, like every thing human, 
may degenerate, a government is only good, 
when it retains power to reduce its principles to 
practice. 


To be more particular, That we call a good 
covernment, which places the per/on of each indi- 
vidual in fecurity. This article includes the lite 
and limbs, the health and reputation of every 

innocent 
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innocent member of fociety. Powers, that pre- 
ferve all thefe, are of God, for thefe are his gitts, 
and they are the natural rights of all mankind. 


Again, That is a good civil government, which 


infures to the citizen his perfonal 4iderty, and tube 
jects none to the fear of arbitrary imprifonment 
or exile. How miferable are thole countries, in 
which innocent fubjects may be initantly deprived 
of their liberty, rent from their families, and 
driven either to perifh in a dungeon, or to quit 
their native foil, at the defpotical mandate of a 
paffionate ruler ! 


A good civil government protects each indi- 


vidual in the abfolute enjoyment and difpofai of ) 
his property. Property is the ground of power, 


and power will always follow property. <A peo- 
ple, who would enjoy freedom, can never be too 
cautious in difpofing of their property. While 
they hold it themfelves, they hold the golden 


{ceptre of government: when they transfer it to 


their rulers, and alienate it from themfelves, they 
exchange that fceptre of gold for a rod of iron, 


which, not unfrequently, fmites and punifhes 
them for their folly. 


That 
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That is a good civil government, which allows 


and protects the rights of confcience. This is one 
of the deareft rights of an intelligent being, and 
the fulleft enjoyment of it cannot, in a well or- 
dered ftate, include any civil difability ; on the 


contrary, a good confcience is the bc ft quali- 


fication of a magiftrate, Nothing can contri- 
bute more to the moral good of a nation than 
freeing conicience from all human reftraints, 
and it may juftly be queftioned, whether the fad 
want of religious principle, and the confequent 
depravity of manners, of which fome whole na- 
tions complain, be not in a great meafure owing 
to arbitrary impofitions on con{cience, the fetting 
of human authority in this throne of Almighty 
God. 


That we rightly deem a good civil government, 
which renders juice cheap to the poor, eafy to 
the illiterate, acceffible to all. No government 
can be eood, unlels it includes an univerfal re- 
{ponfibility, and provides for the difplay of pub- 
lick virtue, or the detection of publick iniquity, 
by fubjecting all to account for the wealth, the 
power, and the truft committed to them for the 
ecneral good. Government is fo far perfect or 
imperfect as it renders the calling of adminiftra- 
tors to account ealy or difficule. | 


Thefe 
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Thefe are a few outlines of fuch a government 
as S. Paul meant in the text. ‘To fuch-a govern- 
ment and to no other do his propofitions agree. 
Let us fuppofe a ftate the reverfe of all this, and 
let us fee how little like a man, a chriftian, or an 
apoftle, S. Paul would feem, were he to {peak 
thus, The powers that be are ordained of God to 
imprifon, to banifh, and to kill the citizens. 
Whofoever refiteth the power, that oppreffech the 
con{ciences, and waftes the property of the peo- 
ple, refyteth the ordinance of God. Let every foul 
be fo fubje? to thefe higher powers, as to place them 


above the reach of law, beyond the power of all 
human reftraint, 


Alas! how little muft they know the apoille, 
who imagine he taught fuch a doétrine as this! 
Fis gofpel would then have been yea, and his po- 
liticks may, that is, the one would have confifted 
of principles the moft juft and liberal, the other 
of principles directly oppofite, and had power once — 
protected the iniquitous fide, there would not have 
remained to mankind in future fo much as one 
gleam of hope of redemption from abounding 
vice and milery. 


We afk further, who is to judge when a go- 


vernment 


-vernment is good?) We anfwer, in an abfolute 
monarchy the monarch alone ; in an ariftocracy 
_ th: nobles only; ina democracy the people: bur, 
in a mixed ftate, in which the excellencies of the 
three are united, judging in ordinary cafes be- 
Jongs to delegates, and in extraordinary cafes it 


reverts to the people, the allowed origin of power, 


agreeably to that original contract, real or fup- 
_ pofed, by which the people agreed to confer, and 
the delegates to accept certain honours and emo- 
luments for the ditcharge of prefcribed fervices, 
of the punctual performance of which condi- 
‘tions the contraétors are to judge. Natural 
juflice requires a {tipulated fervice for a ftipulated 
fum, and it would be miferable folly in contract- 
ing parties to deprive themfelves of the right of 
judging whether the ftipulated conditions were 
performed. Take away the power of infpecting 
and coercing the conditions of a contract, and the 
remaining right of making one is at beft only a 
power of {elf deception, and it may be in many 
cafes an engine of iclf deftruction. 

The writer of our text was a private citizen, 
and to private citizens -he addreffed this epittle : 
yet he treats here of government in general, and 
the duty of rulers in particular, and he adds the 
| cau/e, 
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caufe, the reafon, for which his réaders were to 
pay tribute. the apoftle’s fyftem, the people 
were to judge to whom honour and tribute were 
due, they were to render what they thought due 
to each degree of magiftratical merit, and they 
were to pay what tribute they judged neceffary. 
The rulers were not to hire the people: but the 
people, who held the publick purfe, were to pay 
tributeto the rulers. Indeed, chriftians at Rome 
had loft, along with the reft of their fellow citi- 
zens, the power of reftraining the iniquity of their 
rulers: but they had never relinquifhed the right 
of judging when they deferved reftraint. A 
good government, like a good religion, or a fair 
trade, deals very little in fecrets: it commends it- 
felf to every man’s confcience in the fight of God, and 
on this account our text informs us, we muff needs 
be fubje& for confcience fake. This leads us to the 
laft article. 


III. The non-reftance inculcated in the text muft 
be RESTRAINED TO THE SUBJECT, of which the 
apofle peaks. The laws of right reafoning re- 
quire us to put no more in the conclufion thin 
the premifes contain. ‘The reafons of a duty are 
a fort of premiles, the practice of it a kind of 
| conclufion, The apoftle therefore means to ex- 
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hort us never to refilt: but always to fupport a 
good civil government. 


Suppofe a ftate, in which rulers were not a ter- 
ror ‘to evil works, but to good; can we imagine an 
apofile would exhort a people able to right them- 
felves in thismanner? thou have nothing to 
fear from authority ? Do that which is Evi, and 
theu foalt have praife of the fame. But if thou do 
that which 1s Goon, be efraid, for the ruler is the 
minifter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth Goon. Wherefore, ye muft needs be [ube 
jel for confcience fake , for, for this caufe pay ye 
tridute. Should men pay forthe violation of their 
rights? And would an apoftle cherifh the do- 
minion of fin? My brethren, we congratulate 
you, that ye are Britons—that your conttitution, 
the wiidom of ages, was fully elucidated at the 
happy xra of the revolution—that the people 
were then allowed to be the origin of power, 
having aright to claim redrefs of grievances, 
and in extraordinary cafes to redrefs themfelves. 
Then the juft fentiments of S, Paul were inter- 
woven in the bill of rights, and the bible and 
the ienate united to declare, Rulers fhall be minti- 
fers of Ged tous for coon, and for this caufe will 
WE PAY THEM ¢rfduie. Rulers fhall hold the 
power, and the people the purfe. 
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To illuflrate this part of our fubject, let us 
divide it into the two great branc’ es of civil and 
religious liberty, and let us exemplify both in our | 
apoille. In regard to religious liberty, we may 
obferve—that S. Paul was not of the religion of 
the prince—that his religion was deftructive of 
paganifm, the eftablithed religion—and that he 
devoted his whole hie to propagate his own, and 
confequently to diminifh that of the rulers. If 
this was refiftance, S. Paul refifted: but this was 
not the refiftance which he fpoke againft in the 
text. There he cenfures a refiltance of a good 
government: but a good government, by allowing 
the rights of confcience retains nothing on this artt- 
cle to be refifted by a good man. If the apoflle, in 
exercifing the rights of his own confcience, did not 
injure the rights of other men; if he made. ule of 
no civil coercion to propagate his doctrine; if he 
raiicd no tumult, no fedition: butconfined him- 
felf to the calm methods of reafoning and con- 
verfing on, preaching, publifhing and practifing 
what he thoughr religious truth, he fhould not 
have fallen a facrifice to the envy or refentment 
of his enemies, his blood fhould not have ftained 
the pretended government of Rome. Thus his 
own practice explained his doctrine, and he thou 
himiclf a geod fubject although he kept none of 
the 
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the feftivals of the emperor Nero, in whofe reign 
he wrote the text. The feftivals! the intticutes! 
the religion of Nero! What are we faying ? 
Even Tacitus, a pagan, and every other Roman 
hiftorian would reprove us; they never thought 
Nero had any religion; they confidered him as a 
bad man, unworthy of the honours, which had 
been conferred on him. S. Paul thought him a 
licn®, reigning over men as beaft over beaft, where 
appetite and ftrength are inftead of reafon and 
law. Paganifm, my brethren, made fuch men 
high priefts, and placed them at the head of the 
religion of whole countries, and popery, which is 
p.ganifm difguifed, hath copied the example. 
Hence ideots and atheiits have been the reputed 
wifdom of a nation, and the moft iniquitous of 
men the ftandards of piety to God and benevo- 
lence to their fellow creatures. Were it poffible 
for Paul to iniult my reafon and my contcience 
by requiring my conformity to the religion of 
fuch rulers as catholicks adore, even Paul fhould 
be no apofile to me. 


Let us advert a moment to civi/ liberty. Let 
us fuppofe our apoftle admitted to an interview 
with a number of Roman fenators, pgopofing to 

them 
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them the chriftian religion, and endeavouring to 
recommend it in fome fuch manner as this, ‘** II- 
luftrious Romans! The religion, which I have 
the honour to propofe to you, 1s the wifdom of 
God, and its object is the production of the 
oreatelt focial happinefs. In every point of view, 
permit me to affirm, it excels that, which you pro- 
fefs: and there is ene article, that is, civil liberty, 
on which chriftianity fheds the brighteit glory. 
Your anceftors thought, mankind were born with 
certain inherent rights, they confidered the fecu- 


rity of thefe rights the end of civil government, 


when magiftrates invaded them, they reclaimed: 
the power, with which they had intruited them, 
and placed it in other hands under new reftric- 
tions, Your hicghett notion of a fupreme magi- 
{trate is, that he is a father and not‘a deftroyer of 
his country, and your poets and hiftorians, your 
theatres and fenates all unite in celebrating the 
praifes of fuch men. A lover of his country is a 
faint, a hero, a deity with you. But chriftianity 
revertes all thefe ideas. It allows, indeed, that 
ye were born with as many rights as your prede- 
ceffors, and one more, a right to enjoy; this in- 
valuable religion: , but it requires you to re- 
nounce your notions of government, and to fub- 
mut in all cafes whatever to your civil rulers for 
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thetime being. Ifthe emperor allow you to live, 
blefs his clemency; if he unjuftly cut off whole 
families, and cepopulate whole provinces, you 
muift not even attempt to reftrain him; ir he, 
contrary to your laws, imprifon or banifh your 
perfons, take away and expend your property, re- 
Cuce you trom the firft city inthe world to the 
Joweit of all fates, you may feel your miferies : 
but you mult not complain; or if you complain, 
youmuft not be allowed to do more; in no cate 
may you redreis your own grievances, no, not 
though providence and the conftitution have put 
the means of redrefs amply in your own power.” 
. According to this account, the oid 
Romans would have been! put into a worfe con- 
dition by Jelus Chrift than they had been in be- 
fore his coming, and to have gone from paganilin 
to chriftianity would have been like going down 
from Jerusalem to Fericho, falling among thicvcs, to 
be fii ipped of raimcit, wounded, and left balf dead. 


Cliriftianity is fo far from finking the dignity 
and felicity of man, that it conduécts him to a 
pinnacle of glory. Itteaches him a clafs of moral 
virtues, fuch as induftry, frugality, equity, and 
foon. J: excites him to praéiife thefe by re- 
vealing the frongef motives, fuch-as the love of 


God, 
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God, ‘the example and the death of Jefus Chriff, 
a ftate of future rewards and punifhments. The 
practice of thefe virtues is the way to acquire 
property, and property in the hand is power of 
civil refiftance. When it is proper to make ule 
of this power, and in what manner, we will not 
prefume at prefent to inquire; fuffice it to fay, 
it mutt be legal, conftitutional and good, otherwile 
it would not be the refiftance of which we have 
been {peaking. 


Let us conclude. Ont of our fubye&t three 
reflections naturally arife, each exciting a different 
emotion. ‘The firft {tirs up pity and horror, the 


fecond gives us pleafure, the laft affects us witha 


mild fenfibility, for which weshave no name. 


1. Whocan help lamenting, in the’ firft place, 
the deplorable condition of mankind ‘in refpect of 
covernment, On the one hand, thoufands, 
in all countries, deftitute of all eoverning abil. 


tics, are afpiring to dominion, or, having ob-. 
tained it, calling authority government, and cone | 


founding power to do eood with a fort of inde- 
feafible right to do wrong, On the other hand, 
millions of intelligent creatures devoid of all pride 
of nature and fenfe of fhame. bas tering the nobleit 
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rizhts of our fpecies for a fmile and a bauble 
and a luxury for a day.—Hence folly fet in dignity, 
ond the rich in low place.—Hence the tears of fuch 
as areoppre{fed, who have no comforter, for on the 
Side of their oppreffors there is power. —Hence 1s feen 


under the fun the place of judgment, that wickedue/s 
15 there, and the piace of righteoufnef/s that iniquity 
is there. —Hence opprefficus making wife men mad. 


Hence, in a word, the ills that blaft religion and 

learning, labour and commerce, and all the other 

efiorts of the few to make the many happy. 

Can ye conceive, brethren, a lower degree of : 
wretchedneis than that, with which a prophet for- 

merly upbraided his countrymen: 2¢ Lave fold 
yourflves for nought! Ah! would to God this | 
were the utmoft, that fordid men could do! Cruel 

Jews! had ye fold yourlelves alone, ye would 

have fuffered, and we might have profited by 

your example: but your guiltlels countrymen, 

your wives, your children, your innocent pofte- 

rity yet unborn, muft they be all involved in your 

punifhment as if they had perpetrated your crime! 

. « «+ .« Here we feel the want of a religion, > 

that opens to our faith a future ftate, where 
the wicked ceafe from troubling, and the weary are 


at rej. 
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2. Great God! Firft and bett of beings! Permit 
our weeping eyes to look to thee as.the God of 
order, the patron and protector of all, who en- 
deavour to gather up right notions, and to re- 
eftablifth that fitnefs, which fin had fubverted and 
wantonly thrown in fhattered ruins ‘all over the 
globe! Chriftians, the empire of God ts an em- 
pire of order, and the gofpel of Chrift is intended 
to diffule it among all ranks and degrees of men. 
The perfections of .the Great Supreme are en- 
gaged to give this noble defign effect. Have 
they, think ye, fpent all their force? ‘Turn from 
this prefent fcene of confufion and woe—enter 
into your clofets—fix your attention on the King 
of Kings, who difdains to reign by power alone, 
and who makes judgment and juftice the bafes of his 


throne. Behold! ne condefcends to treat his 


telligent creatures like men, and makes them 
judges between him and his vineyard. The 
Son, too, the expre/s imege of the Father, intends 
to deliver up the kingdom+, and to difplay the recti- 
atude of his government of it, in the fight of 


angelsand men. ‘Then every eye fhall fee him, and, 


although they, who refifted his wife and benevo- 
lent plan, fhall wail and mourn, yet he will perfe- 
vere in his farft defion, he will caule every one to 
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give account of his deeds done in the body, and 
he will render to all their dues, honour to whom 


honour, and fhame to whom fhame is due. Thus 
will he affort mankind, and caufe in a future 
fiate univertal juitice through everlafting ages to 
reign. =Delightiul profpeét! Believer! fill thine 


eye with this object, and catch a flame, that fhall. 


never go out, 


In the prefent momentary fate, Providence, 
indeed, fometimes permits fociety to fall into 
dreadtul diforders, which, like floods, firft over- 
flow the low grounds, and at laft roll back, fap 
and fubvert the proud mountains whence they fell, 
mixing all in one general confufion; for defpoti- 
cal principles are as fatal to thrones as to cote 
taces, awhile they afflict the latt, but in the end 
they never fail to crumble the firft into ruins, 
Kear nothing, then, my countrymen, from foreign 
foes. The thrones of Bourbon are not the 
powers. we choole, they are thrones of iniquity, fhall 
they have fellowfhip with Ged? So many lives as 
they have unjutlly cut off, fo much publick pro- 
perty as they have mifapplied, fo much liberty as 
they have taken from mankind, fo many upright 
coniciences as they have opprefied, fo much fraud 
and violence as they have practifed, fo much 

human 
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human felicity as they have deftroyed, juft fo 
much guilt have they acquired, and fo much pu- 
nifhment, fooner or later, will the Omnipotence, 
that fupports the jutt order of the univerfe, inflict 
on them. 1 fear nothing from their arms: but 
their principles, their maxims of government I 
fear. Ah! fhould my countrymen ever imbibe 
the errors of their government (fo they. call their 
power.) and the vices that give thole errars 
effect, we fhould be poifoned in our vitals, and 
then, who could help exclaiming, Britain is) fall- 
ing, is falling? . Oh! no, my country 
muft not fall. or, if it fall, let me fall with 
it, and be intombed in its ruins! Let me have 
the honour of entering the world of order ftrug- 
cling tor what gives that world all its beauty 
and glory. | 


3. Finally, we refle& with an emotion made up 
of pleature, gratitude, hope and fear, on the reco- 
very to order, civil and facred, begun in civil 
government by right reafon in the world, and in 
the hearts of good men by chriftian faith, Our 
ancettors, like others, were funk in ftupidity and 
fin; half were tyrants and hali were flaves: but 
on them the light of reafon and the religion of 
Jefus Chrift fhone, and we, my brethren, we are 

entered 
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(i 
entered into their labours. We enjoy the benefits 
of their reafoning, writing, fufferings and blood. 


Why are we not 2 nation all wife and good! 
Why not all burning with zeal for the wel- 
fare of our country, and attached to all the 
principles, that brought it out of the darknels of 
defpotifm into the broad day of tight and liberty ! 
Divine order! where fhall we find thee? In 
our bofoms? In our tamihes? In our churches? 
In the whole world? Would to God it might 
pervade all! It gives us pleafure to fee it in fo 
many. It excites our gratitude to God the au- 
thor for what we have, and our hope that it will 
increafe more and more. Yet we behold with 
reverence and fear; for order begun in us refem- 
bles the morning of a {pring day, 1t has obicurity 
clouds and rain, the remains of a winter juft cone, 
and brightnefs and beauty, the beginnings of a 
fummer, now at hand. May God, of his infinite 
mercy, fucceed every effort to extend a virtuous 
order! May he free us all trom the immoderate 
paffion of fubduing others, and give us grace to 
govern ourielves. To him be honour and glorv 
forever! Amen. 
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